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(This information refl ects German 
legislation as of March 2016) Ways to stop 

deportation
Sooner or later you will receive 
a decision on your asylum appli-
cation from BAMF (Federal Off ice 
for Migration and Refugees). If 
your application is rejected and 
you do not leave Germany vo-
luntarily, then you are at risk 
of being deported. You are not 
informed of the date and time of 
a planned deportation. After the 
deadline indicated in the decis-
ion letter, you could be deported 
at any time. 

Your application has been rejec-
ted if the decision states the 
following:

1. The application for political 
asylum has been rejected)

2. The application for refugee 
status has been rejected.

3. The application for subsidiary 
protection has been rejected. 

4. No prohibitions on deportation 
pursuant to § 60 Sub-section 5 or 
7 of the Residence Act apply.

In this case, you have two weeks 
time to take legal action objec-
ting to the decision. You should 
defi nitely do this. That means your 
case will be examined by the Ad-
ministrative Court; in the mean-
time, until it decides, you are 
considered to be here legally, so 
you are safe.Dublin und „sichere 
Herkunftsländer“

Dublin and “safe countries of 
origin”

However, if Germany discovers 
that another EU state is respon-
sible for your asylum applica-
tion, for example because your 
fi ngerprints were registered there 
(Dublin Regulation), Germany will 
order that you be deported to 
that country: 

1. The asylum application is not 
admissible. 

2. Deportation to … (e.g. Poland) 
is ordered.

If Germany categorizes your coun-
try of origin as a safe country 
(Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
Ghana, Kosovo, Macedonia, Monte-
negro, Senegal, Serbia) the deci-
sion will be: 

1. The application for political 
asylum is rejected as manifestly 
unfounded.

2. The application for refugee 
status is rejected as manifestly 
unfounded.

3. The application for subsidiary 
protection is rejected. 

4. No prohibitions on deportation 
pursuant to § 60 Sub-section 5 or 
7 of the Residence Act apply.

In both these cases, you have 
only one week to take legal ac-
tion objecting to the decision, 
and you are still at risk of de-
portation even if you take legal 
action.



Whatever you do:
• Contact a lawyer or a legal 
advice centre! 

• Talk to other people that you 
trust!

• Get into a network with people 
in a similar situation. There are 
people who can help you everywhe-
re. 

Practical information:
oplatz.net/informations-for-refu-
gees

Sometimes there are reasons why 
a deportation cannot be carried 
out: ask your lawyer! 

· Unfi t to travel due to illness

· No passport, and deportation 
is not possible without it 

· The person to be deported is 
stateless or the country of ori-
gin refuses to take them back

Church asylum

Sometimes religious communities 
can off er protection to people at 
threat of deportation and exert 
pressure on the authorities to 
stop the deportation. That can 
be a good way to win some time. 
Contact a religious community and 
tell them about your situation. 

More information about chur-
ch asylum and who to contact in 
Berlin:

www.kirchenasyl-berlin.de

During your 
asylum process or 
if your asylum 
application 
for asylum is 
rejected, always 
remember: 

Solidarity 
is strength! 
Together we are 
stronger.



Maria applied a while ago for asylum 
in Germany. Now she has received a 

letter from BAMF telling her that her 
application “has been rejected as mani-
festly unfounded”. Germany categorizes 
Kosovo as a safe country of origin. 

So I’ve only got a week to 
take legal action against 

the decision?

Yes, usually you have two weeks but, that 
period is reduced to just one week if the 
Dublin Regulation is applied or if, as in 

your case, Germany categorizes your coun-
try of origin as a safe country.

In your case you have also only been 
given one week to leave Germany. 

However, you can’t be sure that you 
really have a whole week because you 

could be deported at any moment. I 
defi nitely advise you to take legal ac-
tion against the decision. But I can’t 

promise that it will work. 



You have fairly limited options, and remember: if it is 
not possible to deport you because of the actions you 
take, you might be categorized as having ‘gone under-
ground’ or being here illegally. That means you would 

not receive any more social security benefi ts. If you 
are stopped for a routine check, you might be arrested 

and held in a pre-deportation detention centre.

I don’t have any more concrete legal information than what I’ve 
already said, but I can tell you about what other people in your 
situation have done to stop or at least delay deportation. They 

often had to break the law to do this, but they were more afraid 
of being deported. But there’s no guarantee that it will work. 

And what else 
can I do to avoid 
being deported? 

So if the legal 
action doesn’t 

work, there’s no 
other way to stop 
the deportation? 



Esperanza lived in a 
village in Columbia 

which now no longer exists 
as paramilitaries threw 
everyone out in order to 
open a mine exporting 
coal to European markets. 
She fl ed to Europe, her 
asylum application was 
rejected in Germany and 
she was at risk of depor-
tation. To make it more 
diff icult to deport her, 
she refused to hand in her 
passport when she went to 
her appointment at the 
Foreigners Registration 
Off ice (Ausländerbehörde). 

Your 
asylum 

application 
has been 
rejected. I need your 

passport now 
too. 

I can’t give you my 
passport as I don’t 

have it with me. 

If I hand 
over my 

passport, 
I can be 
depor-

ted. So... 
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Mohsen worked as a 
journalist in Iran, 

where he was imprisoned 
and tortured because of 
his critical reporting. 
When he was fi nally re-
leased, he decided to fl ee. 
Germany however did not 
grant him asylum. Mohsen 
asked a friend to keep 
his passport for him, 
as he can’t be deported 
so easily without it.

Ok, so 
we’ll take 

legal 
action 

against the 
rejection 

of your 
asylum ap-
plication. 

Bye for 
now. 

No problem. I 
guess it will take 

them a while if they 
try to get a new 

passport for you. 

Can I give you my 
passport so you 

can keep it for me 
for a while? 

Can I come round? I 
need to talk to you.

hallo 
lisa!
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The civil war and the 
fi ghting in Syria made 

Ahmed decide to come 
to Germany. When he got 
there, he was told that 
Bulgaria was responsible 
for his asylum application 
under the Dublin Regu-
lation and that he would 
be deported to Bulgaria. 
To avoid being deported, 
he asked some friends if 
he could stay with them.

We’re at the refugee hostel 
now. Which room is it?

Thanks. The police 
are sure to be round 

at my place soon.

Open up! 
Police!

Of course you can 
stay with us for a 
while. No problem. 

43!

Meanwhile… 
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Mahmoud came to Germany 
because of the ongoing 

civil war in Afghanistan. 
But the German authori-
ties did not grant him 
asylum. When the police 
came round to deport him, 
he refused to open the 
door unless they show-
ed him a search warrant.

Open up!

This 
is the 

police!

Damn, now we’ll have 
to go and get one. 

I’m not open-
ing the door 
unless you 

have a search 
warrant! 



Makeda fl ed via Italy to 
Germany as her life 

was at risk in Eritrea 
because she had published 
critical reports on the 
dictatorial regime there. 
Germany planned to de-
port her to Italy under 
the Dublin Regulation. 
She resisted by asking 
a church for support.

There’s a pastor I know 
who has helped some 

people out before. 

... to get 
a better 
idea of 

your case. 
Maybe 

church 
asylum 
makes 
sense. 

I think we can help 
you. I’ll need to talk to 

your lawyer again ...

They want to deport 
me to Italy. Can you 

help me? 



The Turkish’s 
government’s constant 

attacks on the Kurdish 
people made Leila’s life 
so unbearable that she 
decided to go to Germa-
ny. When she was arrested 
after her asylum appli-
cation, she insisted on 
calling her lawyer to help 
stop the deportation. 

You are going 
to be deported. I want to call my 

lawyer. I have a 
right to do so. 

Good thing you 
called. I’ll see 
what I can do. 

Hallo, I’m being deported, 
I’ve just been arrested!

CLICK!



Yonkeu faced constant 
repression as a human 

rights activist in Camero-
on. When two of his fellow 
activists vanished after 
their off ice was raided, he 
decided to fl ee to avoid 
a similar fate. When he 
arrived in Germany, he was 
refused asylum and was to 
be deported. At the air-
port he drew attention to 
his situation and managed 
to stop the deportation.

Help! I’m being deported 
against my will! 

... ...

There must 
be some-

thing we can 
do. Maybe I 
should tell 

the crew.

What’s 
going on?

Someone’s be-
ing deported.

That’s outrageous!
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Be quiet and 
sit down!

No, I 
won’t sit 

down! 

We can’t take 
off unless you 
don’t sit down. 

I won’t 
fl y back to 
Cameroon. 

I won’t 
sit down 
either!

...must leave the plane as 
we can’t take off otherwise. 

The individual to be 
deported... 



Creating public 
awareness

Other people have managed to 
delay a deportation and then to 
stay in Germany with the help 
of a lawyer by making their 
case public. To do this, they 
decided to start a campaign 
with friends as soon as the 
threat of deportation arose. 
First of all they wrote a text 
for a petition, explaining in 
detail the threats the person 
in question would face if they 

were depor-
ted, and 
why he 
or she 
wanted 
to stay 

in Germany. The petition 
was circulated online using 
email, Facebook and Twitter. 

Together they also contac-
ted groups that could support 
the campaign: self-organised 
migrant groups, political 
groups, religious communities, 
schools, associations etc. 

Then a demonstration was or-
ganized. They registered the 
demonstration, wrote a demo 
callout and spread it with 
help from the other groups. 
They painted banners and ar-
ranged to borrow a loudspea-
ker from a political group.

A few days before the demons-
tration they sent a press re-
lease to various newspapers. 
A journalist they knew did an 
interview, which was also pub-
lished. Thanks to support from 
many diff erent groups, thousands 
signed the petition and the de-
monstration was a huge success. 
In the end, the public pres-
sure triggered by the petiti-
on meant the person in ques-
tion could stay in Germany. 



You can fi nd le-
gal advice cen-
tres, lawyers 
and other useful 
addresses here:

(Berlin)

www.fl uechtlingsinfo-berlin.de/
fr/arbeitshilfen/adrfl ueberatung.
pdf

www.fl uechtlingsrat-berlin.de/
links.php

(Germany-wide)

www.asyl.net/index.php?id=64

Further weblinks 
and supporters:

www.alle-bleiben.info
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